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“Tim is one of those people that any school would have been proud to have as part of 
their delegation at a conference. Not only did he serve in the NRHH Boardroom, but he 
also submitted two SAACURH standard programs on his own (both of which he ended 
up presenting) and won the award for best case study.  Even before SAACURH, Tim 
helped one of our other delegates prepare for her program when there was a 
communication mishap, helped me when I needed last minute information, and simply, 
just kept the delegation excited and motivated about the upcoming conference.” 
     -Laura Carter, GRHO Director & GT NCC 
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27 February 2006 

Dear SAACURH Executive Committee and National Communications Coordinators: 
 
I am privileged to have to opportunity to recommend Tim Gallagher for the SAACURH/SEAHO Student of the 
Year Award.  Over the past year, Tim has transformed from just one of about one hundred hall council officers 
at Georgia Tech into the most active, vibrant part of our Residence Hall Association at Georgia Tech. 
 
He has served as the chair for a committee to not only review and hear the voices of the residents on the quiet 
hours policy, but to draft a new policy to present to the Department of Housing.  Once this policy was adopted 
and implemented in the Residence Halls, he took the initiative to form another committee to analyze the impact 
on the residents and the effectiveness of the policy.  He has also chaired other standing and ad hoc committees 
such as prize policy review and the Financial Oversight Commission.  Through the Financial Oversight 
Commission, he ensures that all monetary allocations are planned, spent properly, and are fiscally responsible.   
 
Even while away from campus, Tim continued to work hard for the organization and the residents, spending his 
summer in Europe single-handedly organizing RHA Move-In and ordering three tons of bottled water to hand 
out to thirsty students, parents, and policemen suffering in the hot Atlanta sun and humidity in August.  The 
event took many volunteers and several golf carts, along with cooperation with the Department of Housing, 
fraternities and sororities, and other student organizations. 
 
While serving as the RHA treasurer over the past year, Tim ensured that all allocations were spent properly 
while at the same time streamlining the reimbursement process to make it easier and more efficient for 
everyone.  He has represented our 6,000-plus residents to a number of institute-wide committees, often 
providing the only student voice.  He often serves as a liaison to other student organizations such as the Student 
Government Association (SGA), where he not only provides the resident input to the many issues they deal 
with, but is a firm proponent of fiscal responsibility within their organization as well.   
 
Tim also has the experience of working with a very diverse organization.  Our Residence Hall Association has 
over 100 officers, 1000 active members, numerous committees, and close ties with every major student 
organization and department on campus, from the Women’s Resource Center to Georgia Tech Coming Out 
Week (GTCow).  In addition to his time intensive involvement in the Residence Hall Association, Tim is a 
member of the Georgia Tech Cycling Team, on a team for an airplane engine design competition which placed 
4th in the country, in several professional organizations including IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers) and AIAA (American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics), and on a committee to review the 
student Code of Conduct for Georgia Tech.   
 
In addition to his strong leadership skills and work ethic, Tim has a personal and caring side as well.  During the 
fall hall council training retreat, after having slept very little the previous week preparing for the retreat, he 
stayed up the whole night counseling a freshman hall council officer who was dealing with many personal 
issues.  Then, on no sleep, he trained the hall council officers on the intricacies of a new online treasurer system 
he had helped to develop. 
 
Tim Gallagher exemplifies every aspect of the Student of the Year Award in more ways than can be mentioned 
in just one page.  His service to his RHA, his campus, and his community cannot be matched.  He has been an 
essential part in resurrecting OTMs and Peach Awards on our campus, and has been an enthusiastic delegate, 
presenter, and award winner at various conferences. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sarah Hancock 
President, Residence Hall Association 
Georgia Institute of Technology 

101 Student Services Building  353 Ferst Drive  Atlanta, GA 30332-0459 
Ph: 404.894.9088  Email: president@rha.gatech.edu 
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